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About The Marine Society 
& Sea Cadets

The Marine Society & Sea Cadets, a charity formed in

2004 from a merger of The Marine Society and The Sea

Cadet Association, exists to offer seafarers and

prospective seafarers a range of services to enhance

their well-being and lifestyle.

The work of MSSC in support of professional seafarers

has evolved over 250 years, reflecting the experiences of

the UK’s maritime fortunes.The Marine Society has

provided guidance, life-long learning opportunities and

support for professional seafarers from all the sea

services since before the time of Nelson.

The Sea Cadets is the nation’s most enduring maritime

youth charity, with 400 units throughout the UK and

14,000 young people engaged in learning nautical and life

skills.  The combination of these two powerful brands

makes a potent force in the promotion of maritime

careers.

Audience

Seafarer talks to those involved with the precious

maritime industry, from people considering a career at

sea to individuals and organisations working in all areas

of the sector. 

Seafarer readers are:-

• Marine Society members & Sea Cadet units

• Leaders within the maritime Industry

• Members of parliaments and House of Lords

• Royal Navy 

• Royal Fleet Auxiliary

• Royal Naval Reserve

• Shipping Insurance brokers

• Maritime careers advisors

Publication

Seafarer was launched in 1933 by The Marine Society

and has been going from strength to strength ever since. 

It carries a cover price of £3 with an annual subscription

rate of £8 for two issues.

Each issue of Seafarer is packed with a compelling mix

of news, views and features focusing on the hugely

important UK maritime sector. 

Regular features include: 

• News from The Marine Society & Sea Cadets

• Latest shipping technology

• Profiles of influential maritime professionals

• International seafaring with links to the UK

• Environmental shipping

• Educations at sea

• Maritime careers

Key facts

• Circulation of 7,000 per issue

• Twice a year (May/June and October/September) 

• The UK maritime sector employs a quarter of a

million individuals and generates a turnover of £7

billion.

• Mailed directly by request and subscription.

• The Marine Society & Sea Cadets is the UK’s 

largest national maritime charity working to support

professional seafarers and provide young people 

with activities and adventure.
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tradition alive
Nick Clegg MP 
on careers at sea 
for young people

Piracy on 
the high seas
The international
community takes 
action to protect
seafarers

An Olympic odyssey
Double Olympic gold-medal winner Sarah Ayton OBE on her journey to success as a professional sailor and her hopes for the future 
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WELCOME TO THE summer 2009
issue of Seafarer. It’s been 
a challenging year for the
economy, and never more so
than for charities. We remain
committed to supporting our
young people, and the major
investments mapped out for
them continue. The TS Jack
Petchey and Weymouth build are
on track, with Petchey scheduled
for an early launch on July 17.
The benefit to cadets and the
wider maritime community
cannot be underestimated. 

Seafarers can take a closer
look at the valuable work of The
College of the Sea on page 15.
The recent Ofsted report found
the College with above-national-
average pass rates, a testament
to the sterling effort it makes 
in ensuring seafarers’ needs
remain at the heart of its work. 

We have sought to give you an
insight into current issues. Piracy
is top news and we examine 
the international community’s
response on page 9. As we build
towards 2012, Olympic winner
and professional sailor Sarah
Ayton shares her experiences.
Finally, we celebrate Fly Navy 100
with a look at the history of
Naval aviation (page 18). 

We bring a refreshed look 
to Seafarer in response to your
comments and as we continue
to inspire the next generation 
to consider a career at sea. We
welcome your views. 
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GOING ABOUTA round-up of news from The Marine Society & Sea Cadets

Tom Blackburn KCVO CB 
Chairman, The Marine Society & Sea Cadets 

The Marine Society & Sea Cadets was recently
honoured to receive £45,000 from the Flower
Class Corvette Association, a long-standing
association of former sailors who served on 
the Flower-class corvette ships. 
This enormous donation makes a substantial
contribution to the funding of a new state-of-
the-art Sea Cadet Training Centre currently under
development in Weymouth, due to open in 2010. 

The Flower-class corvette was a class of small,
lightly armed warships, the majority of which 
served during the Second World War, particularly
with the Allied navies as anti-submarine convoy

escorts during the Battle of the Atlantic. 
The Flower Class Corvette Association formed 

in May 1981 when former President Cyril Stephens
placed a request in Navy News for crewmen of HMS
Orchis to get in touch. Not only did he have a response
but he also heard from many more ex-crewmen
from other corvettes. Today the Association has
around 900 members worldwide. 

If you would like to make a donation to the new
Weymouth Training Centre, please contact Frances
Lloyd, Director of Development, The Marine Society
& Sea Cadets, 202 Lambeth Road, London SE1 7JW
or email flloyd@ms-sc.org.

Flower Class Corvette Association donates 
to new Weymouth Training Centre

Representatives from
the Flower Class

Corvette Association
outside MSSC
headquarters

www.ms-sc.org

Construction of the new Sea Cadet training 
ship Jack Petchey by Bridgend Boat Company in
Plymouth is well on track and the boatyard has 
put a tremendous amount of effort into the project.
‘Fitting out’ is progressing soundly and the launch is
scheduled for this summer. The superstructure has
been lifted on board and is in the process of being
secured. Her engines and generators are 
on their beds, and the auxiliary pumps and fuel 
and bilge systems are being fitted. 

TS Jack Petchey will see The Marine Society & 
Sea Cadets’ fleet increase from five vessels to six.
The charity is overwhelmed by the generosity of
the Jack Petchey Foundation, who funded the
build. The ship will benefit cadets across the UK 
as many more will be able to experience going 
to sea. Visit www.ms-sc.org for updates. 

TS Jack Petchey 
nears completion

www.ms-sc.org

The Merchant Navy Training
Board (MNTB) has launched 
a pilot project for seafarers
across the country to promote
Merchant Navy careers to
young people. 
A joint initiative between 
The Marine Society & Sea 
Cadets, Nautilus and the MNTB,
the project – Careers at Sea
Ambassadors Pilot Programme –
involves 15 ambassadors who will
visit schools, colleges and youth
groups to talk about the exciting
career opportunities available and
to share their experiences of the
various sectors, from cruise ships
and fishing patrol vessels to oil

tankers and shore-based roles. 
The MNTB is the industry 

body responsible for developing
and promoting the training 
and qualification of seafarers
within the shipping industry. 

Ambassadors will be given 
the necessary resources and
guidance to promote
careers at sea. It’s
hoped that the
scheme will be
rolled out nationally. 

Beth Richmond
(pictured), Careers
Co-ordinator for 
the MNTB, says:
“For many

students the opportunity to 
talk to someone who’s worked 
at sea, or come ashore after being
sea-based, is invaluable. It gives
them an idea of what it’s really 
like and for many it reveals jobs
and careers in a sector they 
might never have considered.”

If you would like more
information about becoming

an ambassador, please call
Beth Richmond on 020
7417 2825 or email
beth.richmond@
mntb.org.uk. Visit
www.careersatsea.org
to find out more about

careers at sea.

Merchant Navy Training Board 
launches pilot Ambassadors scheme

This year’s Tall Ships Races 
take place in July and August 
in the Baltic Sea and look set to
break records with a spectacular
fleet – 119 vessels have been
registered to take part so far,
including 22 Class A ships. 
Starting in the Polish port of
Gdynia from July 2-5, the vast 
tall ship fleet will gather for its
annual series of races. From
Gdynia the fleet will race to the
beautiful city of St Petersburg in
Russia, where they will be berthed
in the city centre from July 11-14
for an exciting four-day festival. 

From St Petersburg the fleet 
will cruise through the Finnish

archipelago before arriving in
Turku, Finland, for lots of festivities
from July 23-26. Captains will
need to work their crews and 
sail tactically to make the most 
of the two race legs if they want
to be in with a chance of winning
their class. Competition within
classes is fierce and old rivalries
among skippers are sure to 
be renewed. 

The final race will take the fleet
south to Klaipeda in Lithuania, 
a beautiful city that boasts miles
of sandy beaches, from July 31 
to August 3. 

The Tall Ships Races, organised
by Sail Training International, are

held every summer in European
waters. Each year, tall ships 
from 15 to 20 countries, crewed
by some 5,000 to 6,000 young
people from more than 30
countries worldwide, take part 
in the event, which combines 
four days of activities in each 
port with racing or cruising-in-
company between ports. During
the races, the young crews can
gain experience by sailing with
their peers while facing the
physical and emotional challenges
of sailing on the open ocean. 

For more information on 
the Tall Ships Races 2009, visit
www.sailtraininginternational.org.

Tall ships to set sail for the Baltic 

NEWS 
IN BRIEF
Student membership 
New for 2009 is Student
Membership of The Marine
Society & Sea Cadets. This 
has been introduced for those
who wish to take advantage 
of education discounts through
The College of the Sea. 

At £15, the annual fee 
for Student Membership is 
a great offer and is available 
to all serving, former and
prospective seafarers and 
the Sea Cadet Corps. 

College of the Sea commended
Ofsted published its report 
in March praising the College. 
Its popularity is increasing year
on year, which could be down 
to its higher-than-national-
average pass rate, effective
tutoring and good learning
resources. The College is
committed to supporting
seafarers and will continue 
to go from strength to strength. 

HMS Ark Royal gives Sea 
Cadets a lift to Liverpool 
In January, 50 Sea Cadets 
and staff from Chestaffs and
Norwales Districts were given
the fantastic opportunity to sail
from Portsmouth to Liverpool
onboard HMS Ark Royal. Cadets
gained a valuable insight into
life on board a modern Royal
Navy warship and were able 
to experience first-hand the
workings of Britain’s flagship. 
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SEAFARERS UK

DURING WORLD WAR I, a group
of wealthy ship owners in
the City of London were
appalled by the growing

number of warships and merchantmen lost 
at sea, and shocked to find that many families
of those lost or injured faced enormous
difficulties in making ends meet at home. 

Motivated by this, they established what
today has become one of Britain’s most
significant maritime charities, supporting the
entire seafaring community. Taking its original
name from His Majesty King George V, who
gave a founding donation of £5,000 to the

charity, the King George’s Fund for Sailors 
– now known as Seafarers UK – has spent 90
years supporting seafarers and their families
through the most challenging of times. 

This unique independent charity
distributes its grants to 70 organisations,
which support seafarers from the Merchant
Navy, Royal Navy and Royal Marines to fishing
fleets in the UK and Commonwealth. Its
investment in Britain’s future generations of
sailors is recognised in its ongoing support of
The Marine Society & Sea Cadets, with grants
totalling £500,000 made over the last three
years. The success of Seafarers UK is due in

part to its ability to recognise the changes 
in the maritime sector, which in turn impact
on seafarers and their families. During the
past year the Royal Navy and Royal Marines
have provided 50% of British armed forces 
in Afghanistan, with 29 Royal Marines killed
and hundreds more wounded since the start
of the conflict*. The Merchant Navy too faces
new challenges with increasing numbers 
of attacks by pirates, while seafarers in 
the fishing fleets work in an industry that 
is acknowledged as the most dangerous
occupation in the UK, with the fatal accident
rate for fishermen 115 times higher than 
that of the general workforce. 

Seafarers UK continues to keep time 
with the maritime community and is acutely
sensitive to its needs; its commitment to
seafarers and their families is unwavering 
and its dedication in supporting them and
Britain’s maritime future are testament to 
its founding principles. 
* Facts and figures correct at time of writing.
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Clive Rogers looks at the history and aims of Seafarers UK (formerly King
George’s Fund for Sailors), the umbrella charity that has been helping the
seafaring community since 1917

Seafarers UK 
has spent 90 
years supporting
seafarers and 
their families 

�

�

Supporting the 
seafaring community

PIRATES
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Making waves: 
modern-day piracy 

on the high seas
Pirate attacks on merchant ships have risen
dramatically in the past year. Cassandra Zoro
investigates the shipping industry’s reaction 
PHOTOS: REX FEATURES 

Historically, pirates have been romanticised in
Hollywood films, despite carrying out merciless
robberies, kidnappings and violent attacks. But
in recent months it’s Somali pirates who have
become notorious. For today’s seafarers
transiting through the Red Sea and into the
Gulf of Aden, the danger of passing through
this piracy hotspot is a reality, not fiction. 

For Somali pirates, it’s boom time for 
what has become a lucrative pirate business,
where the handsome rewards (in the region 
of £1 million to £2 million per ship on average)
far outweigh the risks involved. Money is 

the motivator for these pirates, who risk 
their lives by scrambling up the sides of
merchant ships using grappling hooks and
ladders. There is little legitimate income left
available in Somalia, a country ravaged by 
civil war, poverty and disease. 

According to the International Maritime
Bureau (IMB), in 2008 the number of seafarers
taken hostage by pirates worldwide tripled,
rising to an alarming 889 crew members
compared with 292 in 2007. Of the 889 crew
held captive last year, 815 of them had their
vessels hijacked in the combined region of 

A pirate crew walking along 
the beach of a shallow sandbar,
their boat in the background
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the Gulf of Aden and international waters 
off Somalia, which are now recognised as 
the world’s most pirate-infested waters. 

Finn Brodersen, Senior Director of A.P. 
Moller-Maersk, one of the world’s largest
shipping companies, says: “We think it is
totally unacceptable that seafarers who 
are going about their work are exposed 
to this piracy. We are following the situation
very closely.”

In November 2008, A.P. Moller-Maersk
announced a major change of policy – to 
re-route some of its ships around the Cape of
Good Hope due to the risk of piracy in the Gulf
of Aden. Shipping companies around the world
are now trying to ensure their vessels are as
well protected against pirate attack as possible. 

Gavin Simmonds, Head of International
Policy at the British Chamber of Shipping, says
seafarers’ welfare must come first: “The most
important thing is that no harm is done to
seafarers; preservation of life is of paramount
importance. Ship owners are now reviewing
their voyages on a ship-by-ship basis.”

An increase in pirate attacks in such a busy
trade route has major implications. UK petrol
prices could rise as price increases are passed
on to the consumer. Shipping companies,
already troubled by an economic downturn,
are faced with higher costs for increased
security measures, bigger insurance premiums,
danger money for crews and, for the unlucky
ones, large ransoms. Roger Middleton, author
of the Chatham House report Piracy in Somalia:
Threatening Global Trade, Feeding Local Wars,
says some insurance premiums for the Gulf 
of Aden have already increased tenfold. 

The recent surge in pirate attacks has

caused such concern for the international
community that warships from around the
world are now coming together in the fight
against piracy. Policing international waters off
Somalia and the Gulf of Aden, an area of more
than 1.1 million square miles, is a challenging
mission. But with the establishment of the
first ever EU naval force, the EU NAVFOR, and 
a multinational coalition maritime force set
up to counter piracy (CTF 151), it is hoped that
these maritime forces will have more robust
rules of engagement (ROEs) to enable them 
to take tougher action against pirates. Around
15-20 warships currently patrol the Gulf of
Aden at any given time, and a maritime safety
corridor has been established, monitored by
military aircraft and warships to ensure safe
passage for merchant vessels. 

Vice Admiral Bill Gortney, Commander of
the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), says:
“We are going to aggressively go after the
pirates who are conducting pirate activity. 
We have to make it unpleasant to be a pirate.”

According to the CMF, as of March 24 there
have been 37 confirmed pirate attacks in the
Gulf of Aden so far in 2009, of which only nine
ships were successfully hijacked. 

Despite EU NAVFOR’s Operation Atalanta 
and the new coalition force CTF 151, there 
is still speculation about exactly how tough
navies can get on pirates within a multinational
force’s set of ROEs. However, Commander
Alistair Worsley, spokesman for the EU NAVFOR,
says: “ROEs are a sensitive issue, but the EU, 
as a force, is happy with the ROEs and feels
they are strong enough to deal with the
pirates as they come across them.”

Last year, global law firm Holman Fenwick

Willan became experts in insurance and legal
issues arising from piracy incidents, providing
legal advice during the handling of 23 out of
the 42 hijackings of vessels by Somali pirates.
John Knott, one of Holman Fenwick Willan’s
piracy consultants, says the issue of what to
do with pirates once captured has become 
a legal minefield for the different navies
operating in the Gulf of Aden. 

One of the difficulties is that Somali pirates
would not receive a fair trial in their own
country, where there has been no effective
government since 1991, and it may fall 
upon the nation of the navy that captures 
the pirates to deal with their prosecution.
These legal difficulties may be part of the
reason why some navies do not appear to 

PIRATES
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A French frigate based 
in the Gulf of Aden as 
part of the EU anti-piracy
directive Operation Atalanta
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The most
important 
thing is that 
no harm is done
to seafarers. Ship
owners are now
reviewing their
voyages on a
ship-by-ship
basis 
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be actively capturing pirates. To date, pirates
have been dealt with in a variety of ways,
most notoriously the Danish Navy who
captured a group of 10 pirates and later
released them on a Somali beach. The French
Navy has taken some pirates back to France
for trial, while eight Somali men captured by
the Royal Navy were taken to Kenya, where
they are currently on trial. 

As Commander Alistair Worsley comments:
“It’s important to remember that the risks
versus rewards of becoming a hijacker still lie 
in favour of the pirates. There are likely to be
more attempts to attack, but we are prepared.” 

To date, no British merchant ships have 
been hijacked, but if the number of pirate
attacks continues to rise, the danger to UK

ships remains. For the time being it seems 
a significant military presence in the 
area, combined with new evasive security
procedures for ships, is beginning to make 
a difference. Lieutenant Commander Virginia
Newman, spokeswoman for the CMF, says:
“While it is still too early to draw a conclusion
about our impact on the incidence of attacks, 
it is possible to say that more attacks are being
successfully thwarted. This success can be
attributed to both military intervention, 
the adoption of recommended avoidance
techniques by merchant vessels and the
utilisation of the internationally recommended
transit corridor, which enables the military 
to focus their efforts for greater effect.” 

Finn Brodersen says Maersk will continue 

to decide whether to re-route its ships “on a
case-by-case basis”, based on the risk involved. 

Ultimately, the long-term solution to Somali
piracy lies in resolving the crisis on land and
establishing an effective government that
wants to stamp out piracy. Unfortunately for
the people of Somalia, a peaceful resolution on
land is still a long way off. In the interim period,
shipping companies must continue to evaluate
their practices and protect seafarers from
attack by tightening security measures and
transiting through the Industry Recommended
Transit Corridor in communication with Navy
warships in the area, or in some cases, it may
even be necessary to send high-risk ships the
long way round. 
* Facts and figures correct at time of writing.

AC
TI

O
N

 P
RE

SS
/R

EX
 F

EA
TU

RE
S

Seafarer Rate Card.qxp:Olympus User Rate Card  7/9/09  15:51  Page 2


