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About Countryside Alliance

The Countryside Alliance was created in 1997 and 

works for everyone who loves the countryside and 

the rural way of life. 

Through campaigning, lobbying, publicity, and education,

the Alliance influences legislation and public policy that

impacts the countryside, rural people, and their activities.

The Alliance is a membership organisation and has more

than 105,000 active members. 

Membership

Membership costs £51 per year. The Countryside

Alliance relies on the support of its members to

champion their top 10 policies both locally and

nationally. 

These include: housing for local people seeking local

jobs, encouraging business innovation and enterprise,

creating a sustainable environment, protecting rural

services, enrichment through country pursuits,

promotion of British farmers and producers, managing

natural beauty and wildlife, tackling rural crime,

empowerment for local democracy in rural communities,

and bridging the gap between urban and rural

communities.

One of the main benefits of membership is insurance.

Members are covered while taking part in any

recognised countryside activity defined by the Board of

the Countryside Alliance.  

Coverage includes:

• £10m employers' liability 

• £10m public/products liability 

• £30,000 personal accident permanent disability

• £15,000 accidental death benefits

Publication

Update is a high-quality, quarterly magazine designed

exclusively for the members.

The magazine promotes the Alliance’s interests such 

as hunting, fishing, shooting, food, rural affairs, the

environment, food and rural affairs.

This is also an opportunity for the Alliance to share 

news on policy developments and upcoming events.

Regular features include: 

• Comments • All about us

• News • Questions & answers

• Events • Perspectives

Key facts

• Update is mailed to all member households as 

part of their yearly membership package.

• Ideal environment for anyone targeting an audience

that is passionate about country pursuits and is

active in promoting rural policies.

• Readership demographics show our audience to 

be affluent countryside people that show an

appreciation for healthy living, environmental

sustainability and the great outdoors.
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All copies are mailed to the individual member’s home addresses as part 

of their membership package.
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Shooting/Conservation

Waders are among the most defenceless
birds in Britain, and the Countryside Alliance’s
new website ‘Save the Wader’ highlights their
plight, and the measures that need to be taken
as a matter of urgency if these iconic birds 
are to remain a part of our national heritage.

Nesting on open ground in order to see 
their enemies coming makes waders vulnerable
to attack from other birds and predators,
particularly on unmanaged moorland. This
vulnerability has meant that waders are
becoming an increasingly rare sight in the
British countryside, with declining numbers
across the United Kingdom, including on 
some RSPB reserves.

There are more than 200 species of wader,
some of the most popular and well known
being the curlew, lapwing, golden plover,
common snipe and redshank. The Breeding
Bird Survey for 2006 showed that within the
United Kingdom between 1994 and 2006,
lapwing numbers had decreased by 17 per
cent, redshank by 21 per cent and curlew by
37 per cent. Between 2005 and 2006 there
had also been a 13 per cent decrease in the
common snipe. All these species are listed as
being of conservation concern. In Wales, the
decline is even more alarming, a 2006 survey
revealing an 81 per cent reduction in the

number of curlew, and lapwing being too
scarce to be monitored by normal survey
methods. Such trends must not be allowed 
to continue.

The main culprits for the decline in our
waders and other ground nesting birds,
including the red and black grouse, are the
opportunist predators such as fox, weasel,
stoat, rats, all the crow family, and gulls.
Badgers also hunt ground-nesting birds, 
as do some birds of prey. Almost all of these
predators are thriving in the United Kingdom,
with a 125 per cent increase in fox abundance
in Scotland between 1960 and 2006,
populations in carrion crow trebling in Britain
between 1962 and 1995, and the numbers of
magpie doubling during the same period. The
increase in badger numbers is also well known,
and in many places they have now spread onto
open moorland. There has also been a dramatic
increase in the population of some of our birds
of prey during recent years. Between 1994 and
2000, goshawk numbers increased by 44 per
cent to 410 pairs, and by 2000 the common
buzzard had 31,100-44,000 territories, an
increase of 60 per cent. In 2004, the
population estimate for pairs of hen harriers
had increased by 30 per cent to 806 pairs, 
and in 2006 there were estimated to be more

than 1,000 pairs of red kites; a staggering
increase of 447 per cent. 

A sustainable balance of predators and 
prey has to be achieved if the decline in wader
numbers is to be halted, and this vital part of
our upland birdlife protected. There is however
still time, as it has been shown that their best
chance of survival is on managed land where
the numbers of predators, such as foxes, stoats
and weasels, can be controlled. This is
particularly the case on ground that is
managed for grouse shooting. This has been
clearly demonstrated by a number of scientific
studies, but the most comprehensive has been
the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust’s
Upland Predation Experiment at Otterburn. 
This Project, privately funded by the Uplands
Appeal, is the biggest scientific investigation
ever undertaken in Britain into the effect of
predation control on upland birds. Its aim has
been to test whether predator removal by
moorland gamekeepers improves the breeding
success of moorland birds other than red
grouse, and to isolate this from other factors
such as variations in habitat. It has been 
a landmark study that coincides with an
increasing realisation that the style of 
moorland management promoted by
conservation bodies such as the RSPB, 

and adopted by some public sector landowners,
has failed because it misses out that vital
ingredient of predator control.

The project is now in its eighth and final 
year, and this spring’s breeding data was the
last to be collected. It will only be possible to
draw firm conclusions once this and all other
previously collected data has been analysed
and the final results of the project have been
produced later this year. But findings to date
show that waders have a tendency for greater
breeding success on sites where predator
control has taken place; something that was
always suspected by moorland managers, but
now something that should be clearly proven.
This will be a very important message for
setting future policy on moorland management,
and the realisation that we have to meet the
challenge of 21st-century conservation.

Although breeding successes have increased,
waders are not strongly philopatric, and as a
result their abundance has not increased
significantly on any of the plots during the past
eight years. While young waders may come back
to the same general area of moorland to breed
in the spring, this might not be to the precise
spot of the previous year’s nest, and therefore
likely to be outside the boundaries of the
research plots. However, even from these small
plots at Otterburn, many hundreds of waders will
have been put back into the British countryside,
and that could be replicated on many thousands
of acres of currently unmanaged moorland.

Moorland gamekeepers are now clearly
recognised as serious conservation and wildlife
managers, and their role in conserving many
non-game birds has been highlighted in two
previous reports by the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust; ‘Singing Fields’ and
‘Nature’s Gain’. As these reports show, many
species of bird thrive on land that is managed
by gamekeepers, with areas of burnt and short

heather providing ideal nesting areas for
waders. As a result, the North Pennines 
is a Natura 2000 site for 700 pairs of golden
plover and 3,900 pairs of curlew.

Managing predators, though not eliminating
them, is essential for the survival of many of 
our ground-nesting birds. In the RSPB’s report
‘The Predation of Wild Birds in the UK’ it is
acknowledged that predator control is a
successful way of protecting wading bird
populations. At the launch of ‘Singing Fields’ in
the House of Commons last November, Dr Mark
Avery, the RSPB’s Director of Conservation, also
acknowledged the greater impact that predators
are having on these and other ground-nesting
birds. However, while some predators can be
controlled legally, others cannot; and therein 
lies a problem that still needs to be resolved. 

Wading 
in to help

When it comes to 
helping waders, many 
say the RSPB is wrong
and gamekeepers are
right. Adrian Blackmore
reports on the Alliance’s
new Save the Wader
campaign

The Alliance’s moorland campaign continually
communicates the benefits of managed moorland
to wildlife, biodiversity, carbon sequestration and
local economies to all those that suggest
otherwise, and will continue to counter any
campaigns of misinformation. The results of the
Otterburn Upland Predation Experiment will be
used in the attempt to make Government and
other public sector landowners reassess the way 
in which they manage their moorlands. The Save
the Wader website will be used to raise awareness
about the plight of this declining species of bird,
the ways in which this can be overturned through
traditional methods of moorland management, 
and the essential importance of predator control
with a fair balance of bird species. 

For more information please go to
www.savethewader.org.uk

Moorland
gamekeepers 
are now clearly

recognised as serious
conservation and wildlife
managers, and their 
role in conserving 
many non-game 
birds has been
highlighted
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SOUTH EAST
Regional Director – Michelle Nudds 
Tel: 01903 884179 or 07738 958894
Email: michelle-nudds@countryside-
alliance.org 
Family Gundog Day, June 28 Horsted
Keynes, Sussex Countryside Alliance 
and The South Eastern Gundog Society.
Family gundog day, with open, novice and
pre-novice working tests, plus Scurries
and Bolting Rabbit. All entries on the 
day. For further information contact 
– 01825 790380 or email
kitandpeter@btinternet.com
Kent Show, July 11-13 Detling, Kent. 
A day out for all the family. The
countryside ring will have falconry, gundog
displays, ferret and terrier racing, plus
many other attractions. Come and see 
us right next to the countryside ring.
Alliance Raceday Lunch, September 14
Goodwood Racecourse, Sussex.
Goodwood Racecourse is considered 
by many to be simply the most beautiful
racecourse in the world. Therefore why
not treat yourself to a day at the races? 
A champagne reception and lunch in 
the Charlton Suite plus a full afternoons
programme of top-quality racing with hound
and beagle parades between races.
Contact Michelle Nudds for ticket
information.
Clay Pigeon Shoot, September tbc
East Sussex. Contact Michelle for further
information, summer show listing and
news from the South East see
www.countryside-alliance.org.uk/
blogcategory/South_East_Region/

Young Countryside Day, October 23
An opportunity for youngsters aged 
10 to 18 to get hands-on experience 
of shooting, archery, ferreting, gun dog
training and more. Limited places.
Contact: Clare Rowson, 01905 827 333

NORTH EAST, NORTH
WEST & YORKSHIRE
Regional Director – Richard Dodd 
Tel: 01661 881800
Email: Richard-dodd@countryside-
alliance.org 
Summer Ball, July 5 Belsay Castle,
Northumberland. Big Dave’s Elastic Band
and from Glasgow ‘Clann and Drumma’
plus indoor terrier racing. Tickets £60
(dinner, dancing and breakfast) or £28.50
(dancing and breakfast). Contact Richard
for more information. 
Lowther Driving Trials & Country
Fair, August 8-10 Lowther, Penrith. 
The finest and most picturesque event 
in the country. The perfect mix for a family
day out with the excitement of the driving
trials, more than 400 trade stands, displays,
demonstrations and many have-a-go
activities for all ages. More information 
at www.lowther.co.uk
Rydal Hound Show, August 14
Rydal, Ambleside, Cumbria. 
Fishing Festival & Country Game Fair,
September 14 Higham Lakes, Ponteland.
A new event promoting fishing, game and
country activities in the North East. 

to and from London, 60 clay shoot and
team flush, dinner and wine. A live auction
will also take place. Contact Megan 
for more details.
Scotland’s Countryside Festival,
September 6-7
Glamis Castle, Angus. Guaranteed to be a
unique, fun weekend for everyone! Watch
the Devil’s Horsemen, take part in our
have-a-go shooting, archery and fishing,
as well as dog competitions, cookery
demonstrations, food hall, craft fairs, quad
bikes and pony rides! Contact the SCA
office for further information.
Red Grouse Charity Clay Shoot,
auction and dinner, October 3
Dunkeld Hilton House Hotel, Perthshire.
Join the SCA and WPA for an afternoon’s
team clay shooting competition and flush,
followed by dinner and live auction at the
Dunkeld Hilton Hotel. Contact Megan for
more details.

SOUTH, MID & 
WEST WALES 
Regional Director – Rachel Evans
Tel: 01550 777997/ 07825 337978
Email: rachel-evans@countryside-
alliance.org
Here are some of the events where you
will see the Alliance stand this summer: 
United Counties Show, June 21
Nant y Ci, Carmarthen.
Wales & Border Counties Hound
Show, June 26 Builth Wells.
Welsh Game Fair, July 14-15
Gelli Aur, nr Llandeilo.
Royal Welsh Agricultural Show, 
July 21-24 Builth Wells.
Pembrokeshire County Show, 
July 19-21
Monmouth County Show, July 28
Clay Pigeon Shoot, 11am, June 28
Forest Farm, Tregaron SY25 6UG. £150
High Gun. Contact Rachel for more info
and entries.
WANTED! Committee members for the
regions of the Countryside Alliance. If 
you have a little time to spare and lots of
enthusiasm for your countryside then why
not consider becoming a member of a
regional committee? If you think you can
help, please do get in touch with Rachel.

NORTH WALES 
& CHESHIRE
Regional Director – Barry Henderson 
Tel: 01824 704047
Email: barry-henderson@countryside-
alliance.org 
Cheshire Game & Angling Fair,
August 17 Peover. This long-standing fair
with a wide range of trade stands and
displays is a must for the whole family.
Clay Shoot, September tbc Anglesey.
Contact Emyr Hughes on 01248 722976
for more information.
Auction of Promises, September tbc
Anglesey. Auction of promises to include
many shooting and fishing lots. For
further details contact Emyr Hughes 
on 01248 722976.
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Herefordshire Country Fair, August 3
Castle Meadow, Caradoc Estate, Sellack,
nr Ross-on-Wye. The 2008 Fair will be
held once again at this beautiful site, just
north-west of the A49, on the banks of
the River Wye. With a backdrop of steep
mature woodland and Sellack Church, 
it is certainly worth a visit to the Fair, not
just for the views, but all the countryside
activities on display. For further
information, please see
www.herefordshirecountryfair.co.uk

SOUTHERN
Regional Director – Sara Rutherford 
Tel: 01264 771259/07974 141933
Email: sara-rutherford@countryside-
alliance.org 
Barbecue and entertainment, July 19
The Royal Oak, Fritham, New Forest. 
In aid of the Alliance and the New Forest
Hounds. A fun event for all. For details
please contact Sara.
Bucks County Show, August 28
Bucks County Showground, Aylesbury.
Come and visit the Countryside Area run
by the Alliance. We have a fun and varied
programme of arena events, which include
hounds, hearing dogs, falconry, terrier
racing and gun dogs. Make it a date in
your diary. For more info contact Sara.
Thrusters Ball, October 18
Sywell Aerodrome, Northants. Sure to sell
out quickly so get your tickets booked well
in advance. Black tie event with bucking
bronco and terrier racing. Contact Sara 
or haywardemily@hotmail.com 

These are just a selection of some of the
events that the Countryside Alliance will
be organising or attending around the
country over the coming months.
Obviously it is not possible to list them
all here, but complete lists are available
on the website and more information 
on any event is available from your
Regional Director.

SCOTLAND
Scottish Countryside Alliance
Tel: 0131 335 0200
Email: info@scottishcountrysidealliance.org
Scottish Game Fair Drinks
Reception, June 4, from 2pm to 6pm
Game Conservancy Scottish Fair, Scone
Palace, Perthshire. Come along to the
SCA stand beside the main ring at Scone
Game Fair to enjoy some drinks, canapés
and catch up with our new SCA and
SCAET team! Kindly supported by
Roxtons Field Sports. Contact Megan 
for more details.
SCA London Clay Shoot, auction 
and dinner, Saturday, July 19
Knebworth House, Hertfordshire. Enter your
team of four guns now for this fantastic clay
shoot competition at the prestigious
Knebworth House. Tickets include transport

Royal Show ticket offer
The 2008 Royal Show, taking
place from Thursday, July 3 
to Sunday, July 6 remains
committed to promoting the 
Best of British Farming and 
also to providing an excellent
family day out with action-packed
entertainment for the whole family
to enjoy! 

In partnership with the
Countryside Alliance, the Royal
Show Countryside & Game
Feature will be packed with
falconry, ferrets, lurcher racing,
dog agility displays, as well as
traditional craft demonstrations,
bow making, woodland crafts
and much more.

Savings of up to £6 can 
be made on advance bookings,
so to save money, book tickets
by June 29 either online 
at www.royalshow.org.uk/tickets
or by phone – 0871 230 5590.

July 3-6, 2008
memorable event with something for
everyone. Further information can be
found at www.countryfairoffice.co.uk

SOUTH WEST
Regional Director – Alison Hawes 
Tel: 01752 830430
Email: Alison-hawes@countryside-
alliance.org 
Cornwall & Devon Countryman’s Fair,
August 3 Werrington Park, nr Launceston.
A great day out for any country sports
enthusiast. Further details on 01566 772621.
Farm Open Day, August 2-3 Greenwell
Farm, Yelverton, nr Tavistock. Enjoy a walk
round a working farm between noon and
5pm. Sheep shearing demonstrations,
sheep dog exhibition, pony rides and
barbecue. For further information call
01822 853563. This event is organised 
by The Countryside Alliance Foundation.

WESSEX
Herefordshire, Gloucestershire,
Wiltshire, Dorset
Regional Director – Delly Everard
Tel: 01451 870726/07970 229507
Email: delly-everard@countryside-
alliance.org
Barbury Castle Horse Trials, July 4-6
For tickets and further information 
please see www.barburyhorsetrials.co.uk
Gatcombe Horse Trials, August 1-3
This renowned event takes place at
Gatcombe Park, and incorporates the
British Open, Intermediate and Novice
Championships. Tickets can be bought
online from www.gatcombe-horse.co.uk 

MIDLANDS
Regional Director – Clare Rowson 
Tel: 01905 827333
Email: clare-rowson@countryside-
alliance.org 
Countryside Comes to Town, July 26
Shrewsbury Square, Shropshire. 
The countryside comes to Shrewsbury
town centre at 10am.

Countryside supporters from across
Shropshire will set up a stall in The Square
to promote the rural way of life. 

This event is organised by The
Countryside Alliance Foundation. 

Contact: Kim Downer, 07752 255 172 
or Clare Rowson, 07900 820 819. 
Warwickshire & West Midlands
Game Fair, August 16-17
Ragley Hall, Worcestershire
Shropshire Game Fair, August 24-15
Chetwynd Park, Newport, Shropshire
Midland Game Fair, September 20-21
Weston Park, Shropshire
An evening with Simon Hart & Kate
Hoey MP, October 6 Worcester Rugby
Club. Simon Hart, Chief Executive and
Kate Hoey MP, Chairman, of the
Countryside Alliance, will update 
you on the future plans and strategies 
of the organisation. This will also 
be your opportunity to ask questions.
To book contact: Audrey Steel, 01386 792
266 or Clare Rowson, 01905 827 333.
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EAST
Regional Director – Alice Barnard
Tel: 01476 879294
Email: alice-barnard@countryside-
alliance.org
The Festival of Hunting, July 16,
Peterborough The Festival is the
greatest gathering of hounds in the
country with more than 1,500 hounds from
more than 100 packs represented. This
year’s show will include displays of all
types of hounds, gundog and utility breeds
(championship dog show), inter-hunt and
Pony Club team relays, more than 50
specialist trade stands, first-class catering
and specialist local food producers. Entry
is free to members of Peterborough Royal
Foxhound Show Society and the East of
England Agricultural Society. For further
details please contact the East of England
Agricultural Society, East of England
Showground, Peterborough, PE2 6XE 
or telephone 01733 234451.

DERBYSHIRE &
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
We are considering boundary
changes for this area and in the
interim please contact Tracy Casstles
on tracy-casstles@countryside-
alliance.org or 01608 678451.
Chatsworth Country Fair, August 29-31
Chatsworth, Bakewell, Derbyshire. The
Country Fair is one of England’s most
spectacular annual outdoor events, with
hound parades, terrier racing, falconry
displays, mounted games, vintage cars, 
hot air balloons and more than 300 varied
trade stands and rural crafts making it a

Hampshire Country Sports Day
Sunday 14 September at Tichborne Park, Alresford, Hants. Gates open
9.30am (entry £8 for adults, children £1 and under 14s free). A great
day out for the whole family with masses of events and activities to see
and do. Arena entertainment includes falconry, parade of hounds, gun
dogs, hunt scurry, side saddle demonstration and lots more. Have a go 
at fishing and on the clay pigeon shoot or browse the trade stands. 
Make a date in your diary for the Hampshire Country Sports Day 2008. 

September 14, 2008

Countryside Alliance Polo Tournament, Sunday, July 6
Cambridge and Newmarket Polo Club (www.cnpc.org.uk) have kindly
invited the Countryside Alliance to hold a polo tournament on July 6 
at their grounds just outside Dullingham. Teams will be competing 
for the ‘Bidwells Countryside Alliance Udaipur Cup’.

Spectators are welcome from 12 noon. Picnic spots ‘pitch side’ must
be purchased in advance from Katrina Longmuir, 10 Cedarcroft Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 6BJ or telephone 07515 907009/07707 374184 
or via email: katrinalongmuir@hotmail.com. Prices start from £40 per car
(including the driver). Pedestrian entrance passes will be available on the
day for £10, under 12’s are admitted free with an accompanying adult.

We would like to thank Bidwells (www.bidwells.co.uk) for their
sponsorship and support of this event.

July 6, 2008

July 19, 2008

Picnic in the park, July 19
Whithurst Park, Nr Petworth, West Sussex. Come and picnic by the 
lake, with live music, bar and a firework finale. Tickets £15 or for groups
of 10 or more £10. Lamb spit roast supper @ £10 each so book early. 
In aid of RABI and Countryside Alliance. For further details contact Sally,
sally@fieldofficer-se.fsnet.co.uk or 01903 882741.
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I’ve received an invitation 
to fish for wild trout on a 
river in northern England 
but I’ve only fished for

rainbows in small stillwaters –
what river fishing advice will help 
me make the most out of the day?

Q
Fish a #5 rod or better still a #4 and
matching floating line – this will give
you the lightness in both dry and 

wet fly-fishing that is so crucial to delicate
presentation. If the river is wide, I would select 
a longer rod – 9ft to 10ft is perfect – this will
give you both control and water coverage when
fishing either wet or dry fly. You will also find 
the longer #5 weight rod a revelation for your
stillwater dry and nymph fishing! If wading, be
careful and take precautions. Don’t wade alone.
Work upstream and search water. 

Leaders will be crucial – 14ft is not too long,
especially when using the classic down and

countryside-alliance.org.uk

across wet fly or dry fly styles. Tippets will be
light – 2lbs (7X) to 4lbs (5X) is normal, as fish
seldom attain the weights you are used to. The
need is for deception, not force. I would buy 
a couple of 9ft or 12ft leaders in light weights
(5X) and add tippets to these.

Flies are legion. Limit your choice. Dry flies
should include some CDC ‘F’ flies in 16-20 
(grey is fine), something small, black and
‘beetley’ (a sparkle gnat is perfect) – 16-22, 
a parachute adams (16-20) and a klinkhammer
(14-16). For wet flies, use a partridge and orange
(14), waterhen bloa (14), maybe a snipe and
purple and greenwell spider – and then 

Welcome to a new column
for Countryside Alliance
members. Each issue, we
will bring you top tips and

common-sense advice from
our resident experts

Country Q&A
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Prospect House, Rouen Road, Norwich, NR1 1RE, Great Britain
Direct dial +44 (0)1603 772547
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